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The A-Z of
shipping terms

Struggling to understand

Incoterms or shipping jargon?

Sorted alphabetically, our
glossary will tell you everything
you need to know to navigate
the world of shipping, freight
forwarding and logistics.




A EO (Authorised Economic Operator)

.............

Air Freight

(Goods transported by aircratt. Usually the

quickest method of shipping internationally.
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BAF (Bunker Adjustment Factor) Bill of Lading (B/L or BOL)

BIFA (British International Freight

Association)
Bunker
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C

CAF (Currency Adjustment Factor) CBM (Cubic Metre - M3)

Cargo Certificate of Origin (C of O, Form A)

Carrier Alliance

CBF (Cubic Feet - FT3)




C

CFR (Cost and Freight) CHIEF System

CFS (Container Freight Station)

CIF (Cost, Insurance and Freight)




CIF Felixstowe (Cost, Insurance and Freight Clean Bill of Lading
Felixstowe)

CIP (Carriage and Insurance Paid) Commercial Invoice

CISF (China Import Service Fee)




Commodity Codes
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Consignee (Cnee)

Consignment

Consignment Sale (also Consignment
Contract)

Consignor (also Consigner)



C

Container Customs Duty

CPT (Carriage Paid To)




D

DAP (Delivered at Place) DDP (Delivered Duty Paid)

DAT (Delivered at Terminal)




D

DDU (Delivered Duty Unpaid) Devanning (also Unstuffing, Unloading or
Unpacking)
Deferment Dock Receipt

Demurrage Dress Hanger Container




D

Dunnage Duty

Duties and Taxes




E

EORI (Economic Operator Registration and ETA (Estimated Time of Arrival)
|ldentification number)

ETB (Estimated Time of Berthing)

ETC (Estimated Time of Completion)




E

ETD (Estimated Time of Departure) Export Licence

ETS (Estimated Time of Sailing)

EXW (Ex Works)

Excise Duty




F

FAS (Free Alongside Ship) FCL (Full Container Load Shipment)

Feeder Vessel

FCA (Free Carrier)




F

FEU (Forty-Foot Equivalent Unit) FOB (Free On Board)

Flat Racks Container

Flexi Tank Container




F

Free-Trade Zone Freight Forwarder

Freight




H

HBL (House Bill of Lading)

High Cube (HC or HQ)




IATA (International Air Transport Association) Incoterms

ICS (Institute of Chartered Shipbrokers)




Import Duty Insulated Container

Import Licence




K L

Kerbside Delivery LCL (Less than Container Load Shipment)

Local charges




M N

Marine Insurance NES (National Export Service)

MBL (Master Bill of Lading)
Notify Party

MSDS (Material Safety Data Sheet)

NVOCC (Non-Vessel Operating Common
Carrier)




P

OBNI (Overseas Business Networks Initiative) Port Handling Charge (also Terminal
Handling Charge)

Open Top Container




P

Packing List POD (Port of Discharge)

POL (Port of Loading or Port of Origin)

Payload

Port
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Rating RHA (Road Haulage Association)

Reefer Container Road Haulage / Trucking




Rating RHA (Road Haulage Association)

Reefer Container Road Haulage / Trucking




S

Sea Freight Shipping Agency

Shipment

Shipper Shipping Cost Per Unit




S

Shipping Marks and Numbers Spot Freight Rates

STC (Said To Contain)

SLAC (Shippers Load Stow and Count)




T

Tail Lift Delivery Telex Release

Tare
TEU (Twenty-Foot Equivalent Unit)

Tariff Code (also Commodity Code)




T

THC (Terminal Handling Charge) Transit Time

Transaction Statement

Tranship




UKWA (United Kingdom Warehousing
Association)

UK Trade Association for the logistics sector.
Provides business support [r'-?'-‘:il'liﬂf'] and
networking u|:;3 yrtunities to warehousing and
logistics provide mar:._.fe‘_:-:'_'.t._."ﬂ“q retailers,

wholesalers and Fil.l.'.'_“,li'_?'li{_-'él’f:% to the logistics industry.
UKTI (UK Trade and Investment)

Also known as the Department for International
Trade. UKTl is responsible for d riving British trade
across the world. A hub of information for
exporters with services including tailored support
training and advice covering every area of

exporting.




VAT (Value Added Tax)

Value Added Tax (VAT) is payable to HMRC when

importing goods. If you're importing to the UK
from within the EU for a VAT-registered business
you'll normally account for and reclaim the VAT
|'1"C‘;Llf h your VAT return. VAT-registered

ousinesses importing from non-EU countries can
rr.}uzzla-mn VAT as input tax.

VAT may also be due when exporting within the
EU, alt"‘ajl._.@ h if you're sending goods to someone
who is VAT registered you may be able to sell on
a zero rate basis. VAT isn't usually payable when
oxporting from the UK to a non-EU country,

|[hu_, || keep in mind that each country w have

its own applicable charges to consider. The HMRC

-\.-’-.-'t:}rjseit.n:.- S a great resource for VAT information
and calculations.

Ventilated Container

Container used to transport items that need to be
protected from condensation. Small v{;%'“[ilat'orw
systems in the walls prevent a build-up of
moisture without compromising the available
space 'HEI:J[:':_

Vessel

A ﬂahip or I'»'-=rg{? pboat. Used in shipping to transport
sea freigh



Wharfage

charge applied by a terminal or port to cover
the cost of handling incoming and outgoing
goods. This is one of the charges an importer is
liable for, and is basically a fee paid for the use of
the wharf.




Want to know more?

For more best practice advice on shipping and logistics,
visit our blogs and download our latest free resources.

denholmgoodlogistics.com

Contact us: +44 (0)800 024 6952

UK | lreland | USA | Turkey | China



